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the 24th drove off the enemy from in front of the bridge at
Lomitten.

Again and again the Eussians attempted the storm of the
bridge-head. This fierce combat had raged for eight hours
when a final effort was made in a single column. Success
was almost within its grasp, when a splendid charge, by two
French battalions, snatched victory from it.

Dochtorow, during this action, marched off with the
greater part of his troops, towards Kalkstein and Elditten,
with the intention of seconding the attack on Key's left.
The motive of his movement was correctly appreciated by
Soult, who was informed of it by St. Hilaire, standing with
his division behind the bridge at Pithenen. Measures were
at once taken for defending the passage at this place, which
had been protected by earthworks. St. Cyr, at Lomitten,
was told to confine himself to the defence of the bridge-head,
and even to retire to the left bank, if hard pressed. He
evacuated the wood on his left, and was finally forced to
leave the earthworks on the right bank, which had become
untenable owing to the destruction wrought on them by the
enemy's artillery, and by the fires which it had caused in the
village of Lomitten. The bridge, protected by the works on
the left bank, still remained closed to the Russians. About
8 p.m. the action died out, and the Russians fell back on
Albrechtsdorf.

According to French accounts, St. Cyr lost about 1200
men, the enemy 2800.*

Dochtorow does not appear to have made any attempt on
Hthenen, finding it too strongly held.

The actions at Spanden and Lomitten were but a cover
to the more serious attempt, which was simultaneously
made, to cut off Ney's corps in its exposed position about

* Hapfner, iii. 579. The same authority alleges that Soult admitted that
he had been so severely engaged as to be unable to assist Ney. I have been
unable to find the letter to Napoleon referred to by Hcepfner (iii. 570, note),
but, in a letter to Ney (Arch* H/rt.), dated June 6th, 3 a.m., tho marshal makes
the statement referred to.